Medical Drama Viewing and Medical Trust: A Moderated Mediation Approach.
This study investigates the relationship between medical drama viewing and medical trust, applying the cultivation theory and using a moderated mediation approach. A multigroup Structural Equation Modeling analysis of survey data on 983 U.S. adults indicates that exposure to medical dramas is positively associated with perceived realism of medical dramas, which in turn is positively associated with trust in physicians in medical dramas, and this trust in physicians in medical dramas is positively associated with trust in physicians in the real world. The study suggests that perceived realism of and trust in physicians in medical dramas mediate the relationship between medical drama viewing and medical trust, with health literacy moderating this cultivation process. Implications and future research directions are discussed.